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PAGE 01 LUSAKA 01239 07I030Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-I5 /079W 

080009Z 071065/66 

R 070925Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5591 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPETOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 1239 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, RH 

SUBJ: FORMER RF DEFENSE MINISTER CRITICIZES SMITH 

REE: PRETORIA 2133 

ACCORDING TO AN UNATTRIBUTED ACCOUNT IN THE MAY 5 ZAMBIAN 
DAILY MAIL FORMER RHODESIAN DEFENSE MINISTER AND 
EXPELLED RF DISSIDENT REG COWPER (REFTEL) SAID MAY 3 THAT THE 
RF DISSIDENTS WOULD NOT RESIGN THEIR SEATS. REPORTEDLY SMITH 
IN A MAY 2 TELEVISION STATEMENT CALLED ON THE DISSIDENTS TO 
RESIGN AND FIGHT BY-ELECTIONS AND THREATENED TO CALL GENERAL 
ELECTIONS IF HE EOUND HIS NEGOTIATING POSITION WEAKENED BY 
THE PARTY SPLIT. COWPER IN HIS REPLY TO SMITH SAID THAT THE 
ANGLO-U.S. INITIATIVE WOULD EAIL IF FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN 
SMITH WAS INVOLVED AND WARNED SMITH THAT HE WOULD BE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LUSAKA 01239 071030Z 

SURPRISED IF HE WENT TO POLLS TO ASCERTAIN IE RHODESIANS 
ARE PREPARED TO DIE FOR THEIR HERITAGE SO IT MAY BE HANDED 
OVER TO THE NATIONALISTS. COWPER ALSO CHARACTERIZED SMITH'S 
COMMENTS AS THE "MOUTHINGS OF A MAN CRAZED BY THE DWINDLING 
ADULATION OE HIS ONE-TIME FOLLOWERS." 
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